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Pastor's Message

Giving our Gratitude-
ThePresence of God at Fisk UMC

As we enter the month of November, we can say
that we are grateful to continue to feel God’s
presence with and among us. Therefore, this month
as we celebrate an intentional season of
‘Thanksgiving’ we give thanks for each of you who
has been, is and will continue to be in ministry and
mission for God’s “WILL’ to be done on earth as it
is in heaven. Thanks to all our siblings, friends and
visitors for your support over the years and this past
year.

As we enter a season of thanksgiving, I am
encouraging us to give thanks and praises to God as
we reflect on all the goodness that God has done for
us, with us, and through us. Especially in our local
churches, our communities, this nation and the
world. And as we open our minds wider to reflect,
let us also rethink how we can, or should respond to
God’s goodness over the years that we have lived.

This maybe or may not be difficult but we can
try as we move on to perfection. And guess what?
Well, after the season of ‘Thanksgiving’comes a
season to respond as we show our gratitude to God
for continuous goodness and because we are
grateful people. And as God’s beloved and grateful
people, we respond with our gifts of time, talent,
and time. And though we can never match God’s
giving, we can still try as we move on to perfection.
In view of us responding, and with the presence of
The Holy Spirit at Fisk UMC, we share our gifts, in
service with others and we serve all of God’s
children.

We need to continue Christ’s ministry as we reach
out, establish relationships, stay connected, nurture
and maintain all relationships. Then comes the
season of ‘Stewardship’ when we can show our
gratitude by our responses with the abundance that
God gives. | am affirming this because all gifts are
significant as all people are, in the sight of God. So,
as we highlight our annual ‘Stewardship
Campaign’ let us alsocelebrate our on-going-
spiritual discipline of giving and sharing at Fisk.

I will be praying for each, and all of us as you
also pray and rethink what God is calling us to do in
2026 and beyond. Especially as faithful stewards
entrusted with much. Hence, with the love of God
and as we share God’s grace by our prayers,
presence and pledges, let us never forget that we
need to remain in community, stay connected and
committed as a spiritual life-long journey. As we
do, let each person try to take a leap of faith and
sing, “Thank you, Lord”. (UMH 84)

Thank you as God richly bless us together!

+Pastor Alecia




Scripture Readings for the month of November
November 2: Communion Sunday*“Stewardship &All
Saints Sunday”

Scripture Reading: 2 Ephesians 1:15-23

Gospel: Luke 21:1-4

Liturgist: Jen Garrant

November9:

Scripture Reading: Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21
Gospel: Luke 11: 1-13

Liturgist: Deborah Hernandez

November16: Consecration Sunday

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 65:17-25

Psalter: Psalm 100 1-5 (UMH 821) response #1
Gospel: Luke 21:5-19

Amy Ciccarelli DeSouza

November 23:(Christ the King Sunday
& Thanksgiving Sunday)

Scripture Reading: Colossians 1:11-20
Gospel: Luke 1:68-79

Liturgist: Debbie Friscino

November 30:“LOVE SUNDAY”
Scripture Reading: Psalm 122
Gospel Reading: Matthew 24:36-44
Liturgist: Terry Ames

“Read as you study, study as you live and live well!”
- Pastor Alecia

All persons are invited to Worship Service at Fisk
UMC! Worship Service will begin at 10:30 a.m. in the
Sanctuary.

To connect by telephone use either of these
numbers: +1 646 558 8656 US

Enter Meeting ID: 994 3325 8889

+1 312 626 6799 US Enter Meeting ID: 994 3325 8889
By computer, tablet, or smart phone, use this

link: https://zoom.us/j/99433258889

Or visit www.Zoom.us and enter

Meeting ID: 994 3325 8889

STEWARDSHIP

STEWARDSHIP

Our ministries and mission work reach out and
touch lives that remain present to transform the
world. Hence, directly and indirectly we are God’s
presence in our local church and beyond. To do all
that we do, is through the minds, hearts, hands with
movements of feet of all our siblings at Fisk UMC.

Our Fellowship has been blessed and continues to
be blessed by your gifts of tithe, time and talent. For
these, each year with gratitude, we honor the ways
in which we give back to God through our ministry
and mission work. We are thankful for all God has
done and continues to do for us. That is why we
believe that, “There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this
place” (UMH 334) as we stay connected in
community and celebrate:-

e Sunday, October 26, was the beginning of
our annual stewardship awareness campaign
with our guest speaker, Mr. Michael Rowe,
who gave us a wonderful reflection on
"What is Stewardship".

e On November 2, we reflected on ‘Hopeful
Stewards’ and the sharing of gratitude with
reflections on time, talent and tithes.

e You will receive in the mail our annual
Stewardship Letter, for further reflection,
which includes a Covenant Card with God
for 2026.

o Please prayerfully consider, and return your
Pledge by Friday, November 6.

e On Sunday, November 16, we will celebrate
Consecration Sunday, when we bless our
gifts and continue ‘Working together for
God’s ministries’ with  honor and in
gratitude for all our siblings, friends and
visitors.

e Plan ahead to attend our Celebration
Luncheon, a hot Italian fest with salad... and
dessert!

As Jen quoted in our Stewardship letter:

"Give, and it will be given to you. A good
measure, pressed down, shaken together and
running over, will be poured into your lap. For with
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the measure you use, it will be measured to you." -
Luke 6:38

Save the Dates

-On Tuesday, November 11, Veteran’s Day, we
say thanks to all our veterans as we remember those
veterans gone ahead to glory. We are blessed, and
have been blessed by their service. Therefore, we
want to recognize and honor their service and also
say thanks to their families.

-Sunday, November 16 is ‘Consecration
Sunday”We will offer our gifts with thanksgiving
to God and with each other in worship.

-Sunday, November 23 is ‘Christ the King
Sunday”We remember and continue to celebrate
Jesus Christ as sovereign ruler of all creation

-Thursday, November 27 is ‘Thanksgiving
Day”We pause or stop to offer intentional prayer
and give thanks for all of God’s goodness.

-Sunday, November 30 -is the first Sunday of
Advent. Get ready as we prepare our hearts, homes,
churches and communities, for the Christ-Child.

Advent Bible Study on Zoom

Up-Coming Advent Bible Study on Zoom
For the Season of Advent
and as we do intentional
preparation, we celebrate
collaboration by hosting an
on-line study(7he Thrill of
Hope, from: Foundry

AThrll of Publishing) with siblings of
HOPE other United Methodist

. churches beyond our cluster
group.

This year we are joyfully hosting with Weston
UMC (Pastor Pat Oduor) and Woburn UMC(Pastor
Bill Hock)

Sunday evenings 7:00 p.m. -8:00 p.m.(four weeks)
on Zoom. (Zoom link details coming soon.)
November 23

November 30

December 7

December 14

Please join us for a time of study, reflection, and
fellowship.

Note: On Sunday, December 21 at 2:00 p.m. is
“Songs of Light” Christmas Concert at Tewksbury

UMC hosted by Tewksbury, Wilmington, Woburn,
& North Reading UMC.

Nursery —- During church
service, children under the
age of 4 are welcome to
attend nursery time.
Parents /guardians of
Children over that age with special concerns should
speak to Susan Carney and a plan will be put
together to address each student. The ultimate
goal is to bring these children back into the
sanctuary as soon as possible. The time will vary.

9:30-10:15 a.m. Children from kindergarten
through Middle School will meet together for an
opening in Room 2 where there will be singing,
praying and overview of the curriculum material. It
will be a jam packed and interesting section. When
this is completed the Middle School children will
join Mrs. Carney in what was called the Youth
Room across from the sanctuary. Mrs. DiSciullo will
have the other students in Room 2.

How can you help? Volunteer to be a helper a few
times a year. We cannot provide the rich program
we have set up without you.

Susan Carney

ALL Church Cleanup Day!

The entire congregation
is invited to:

Church Cleanup Day-
Saturday, November 8t
from 8:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Please bring your rags &
any cleaning supplies that you can spare. Thank
you!




MISSIONS and OUTREACH

Thankfulness in Our Daily Lives

In our daily lives, the Bible teaches us to
acknowledge the blessings we receive from God.
Being thankful is more than a polite gesture; it
becomes a practice we should incorporate into our
daily lives. Each day is filled with opportunities to
express gratitude, whether through prayer, song, or
simple acts of kindness. With an attitude of
thankfulness, we deepen our relationship with God
and reflect His love to those around us.
Thankfulness in our daily lives helps us focus on
positives rather than challenges, leading us to a
peaceful heart and mind.

Our Fisk Missions Committee embraces the many
ways to experience THANKFULNESS throughout
the year, but November seems to stand out in many
ways centered around our celebration of
THANKSGIVING.

We are emphasizing “I was hungry and you fed
me...” We have a Non-perishable Food collection
during November for ...
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Collection of clothes etc. for the United Methodist
Economic Ministry in Salem Maine is “on hold”
until Spring. Please just fold and put your good
useable clothes in shopping bags and HOLD them
until Spring. We THANK YOU for the many,
many bags of wonderful clothes that you have given
to our partner in ministry. They are grateful for
your generosity of clothes, shoes and all the
Christmas Gifts for their Christmas Shoppe.
HOWEVER, if you would like to contribute Gift
Cards i.e. Amazon and/or Target they will gladly
accept those contributions. Just give them to
Carolyn in the office or to a member of the
committee. Also checks can be put in the Offering
on Sunday...memo: UMEM.

Looking ahead...we will have our ANNUAL
STUFFING PARTY in December...stuffing socks
for the Veterans! Personal items i.e. deodorant,
shampoo, lotions, shaving cream, candy, small
games (cards) treats etc. More next month.

MISSIONS COMMITTEE-Janis Cail, Heather Schaffner,
Mary Greenwood, Janis Townsend, Clotilde Hyango,
and Marcia Hoyt



Family Promise
Join Family Promise Metrowest at the Keeping
the Promise Event!

Keeplng @

Promise

NOVEMBER 6, 2025
Family Promise Metrowest is holding their annual
Keeping the Promise event on November 6 at the
Verve Hotel in Natick. This year’s
fundraiser, Building Hope. Lifting Spirits, helps
ensure FPM can support families who are
experiencing homelessness or facing housing
insecurity in our local communities. The event
includes dinner, live and silent auctions, and an
inspiring program that highlights FPM’s work and
some of their key partners from the previous year.
Purchase tickets here.

Link to buy tickets:
Keeping the Promise Tickets

Sunday School Stirrings

Nursery —- During church
- “’ service, children under the
S”ﬂdq age of 4 are welcome to
LSChOOL‘, attend nursery time.

—_— Parents /guardians of
Children over that age with special concerns should
speak to Susan Carney and a plan will be put
together to address each student. The ultimate
goal is to bring these children back into the
sanctuary as soon as possible. The time will vary.

9:30-10:15 a.m. Children from kindergarten
through Middle School will meet together for an
opening in Room 2 where there will be singing,
praying and overview of the curriculum material. It
will be a jam packed and interesting section. When
this is completed the Middle School children will
join Mrs. Carney in what was called the Youth
Room across from the sanctuary. Mrs. DiSciullo will
have the other students in Room 2.

We will be starting folders for those who are
absent so as not to have students fall behind.

How can you help? Volunteer to be a helper a few
times a year. We cannot provide the rich program
we have set up without you. ~ Susan Carney

Women’s Bible Study

Join us Tuesdays, on ZOOM. (10:00 a.m.-11:00
a.m.)

| am the facilitator and spend a lot of time
preparing. God’s word is so rich and He has
Messages for each of us. Please let me know if you
are interested.... susanjcarney@gmail.com

ALL Church Cleanup Day!

The entire congregation is invited to:
. Church Cleanup Day- Saturday,

% November 8th from 8:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Please bring your rags & any cleaning

supplies that you can spare. Thank you!

[UMOS

A Vivaldi & Mozart
Candlelight Experience

an unforgettable evening of music in an enchanting
indoor setting

Fisk Memorial United Methodist
Church, Natick, MA 01760
Friday 5™ December

2 Sittings: 6-7pm | 8-9pm



The DecemberMessenger deadline is
Friday, November 21°'at9:00 a.m.

We WELLCOMEAI
Fisk United Methodist Church is a loving community of believers
and servants with open hearts. We extend our welcome to all
people, celebrating differences in age, economic reality,
nationality, race, sexual orientation, gender identity, abilities, and
limitations.

e We invite all to find a spiritual home with us and to share in the
fellowship, worship, sacraments, ministry, responsibilities, and
blessings of participation in our congregation.

e We affirm the gifts and graces of all persons.

o We are committed to be a fellowship in which all persons feel a
part of our family.

e And, we invite you to work for justice with us.
Statement of the Administrative Board, Fisk UMC




